
The Health and Education Assessment Programme

The Health and Education Programme provides comprehensive health and/or education assessments for children and young people who offend which support informed decision making and better outcomes at the youth justice family group conference. 
A health assessment is a wide-ranging primary screening process using a holistic approach with a focus on identifying the risks and resiliencies for the child or young person and how to formulate a plan towards protective factors. 
An education assessment is completed by educational psychologists from Group Special Education. The goal of intervention is multilayered.  It aims to reduce risks associated with non attendance, enhance protective factors, and works in culturally responsive ways to support the family group conference.
The referral forms for the health and education assessments are located in the Health and Education Assessment folder under the Intervention phase in CYRAS – please use CYRAS when making referrals and recording outcomes. Referrals for children who offend are made under youth justice for both assessments – please note the particular policy requirements for children who offend and who are also in care.
It is important to record an outcome for each referral made for a health or education assessment:
· When an assessment is completed, it must be copied into the outcome tab of the Health and Education Assessment record and the record set to “Complete”.

· When an assessment is not completed, the reason for that non-completion must be entered – the choices are “Declined”, “Not Eligible”, “Consent withdrawn” and “Other” (in which a reason differing from the first three choices must be entered). The record is then set to “Incomplete”
Consent is required from the child or young person before a referral for an assessment can be made. A family/whānau member must also agree to support the child or young person during the assessment process.
Health assessment referrals are sent directly to the local health assessor.
Education assessment referrals are sent to the regional Ministry of Education office
See Appendices 1, 2 and 3 for health and education eligibility criteria for assessments

See Appendices 4 and 5 for the consent forms. 
Confidentiality of Health and Education Reports:
Assessors will provide a detailed report plus a separate sheet with their recommendations for intervention. The recommendations only may be provided to the Youth Court. Health and education reports belong to the child or young person for whom they were completed.  
The reports (all or part) can only be shared with the informed permission of the child or young person. The youth justice co-ordinator cannot share the information with other professionals without the child or young person’s permission - this includes Youth Aid Officers and Youth Court Judges who may ask to see more than the recommendations of the report. However it is particularly important to consider how the information in the assessment can be shared with the appropriate services. For example, if a child or young person is being referred to a specialist school for example, sharing the education assessment information will be essential to a good outcome. The reports may be edited with the child or young person’s permission and involvement to ensure that only the relevant information is shared. 
The Youth Advocate or Family Court Officer should be prepared to support the young person and ask for a break if a Judge asks to see the whole report at Youth Court. 
A family group conference cannot agree to share all or part of a report outside of the family group conference without the agreement of the child or young person.
Appendix 1: 
General health eligibility criteria
Appendix 2: 
Alcohol and other drugs eligibility criteria

Appendix 3: 
Education assessment eligibility criteria

Appendix 4: 
Consent form for child or young person

Appendix 5: 
Consent form for parent or guardian if child or young person is not considered competent to give consent
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Appendix 4
Consent of child or young person

I understand the above and consent to:
(a)
A referral being made for a health and/or education assessment which will include key information about the reason for the referral and may also include information from relevant assessments that have previously been completed

(b)
Professionals involved in my assessments discussing relevant information to ensure that the assessment is as accurate and complete as possible  


(c)
Information gained during the health and/or education assessment which is relevant to my offending behaviours being discussed at my family group conference with my consent

(d)
The health assessment becoming part of my ongoing health record and both assessments being recorded on CYRAS (Child, Youth and Family’s computer database)


(e)
If the matter is before the Youth Court, the Judge receiving a copy of the recommendations relevant to the offending behaviour.
Name of child or young person: ………………………………………………………………………..
Signature of child or young person: ……………………………………………………………..…….
Acknowledgement of participating parent/guardian  

I understand the above and am willing to support the process. 

Name of parent/guardian: ………………………………………………………………………………
Signature of parent/guardian: ………………………………………………………………….………
Youth justice co-ordinator: …………………………………………………………………………….
Date: ……………………………………………………………………
Appendix 5
This form to be used if child or young person is not considered competent to give consent
Consent of participating parent/guardian  

I understand the above and consent to: 

(a)
A referral being made for a health and/or education assessment for my child (please circle which assessment/s) 

(b)
Professionals involved in my child’s assessment/s discussing relevant information


(c)
Information gained during the health and/or education assessment which is relevant to my child’s offending behaviours being discussed at the family group conference

(d)
The health assessment becoming part of my child’s ongoing health record and both assessments being recorded on CYRAS (Child, Youth and Family’s computer database).
Name of participating parent/guardian: 
…………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………. 

Signature of participating parent/guardian: 
……………………………………………………………..….…………………………………………… 

Youth justice co-ordinator:  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Date: ………………………………………………………
Appendix 1: General health











Eligibility for health assessment








Provide consent, along with the support of a parent or guardian, to participate in the assessment





OR








AND








AND








AND








The child who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 10 years but under 14 years and 


subject to a youth justice family group conference convened under section 247(a)





The young person who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 14 years but under 17 years and


subject to a youth justice family group conference convened under section 247(b),(c),(d) or (e) or section 281B





Be assessed as being at risk of re-offending.


The youth justice co-ordinator to consider:


Is the young person at risk of re-offending and not had a health assessment in the last 12 months








Appendix 2: Health - alcohol or other drug specific








Eligibility for health assessment –


Alcohol and other drug issues identified by the Substance and Choices Scale (SACS)








Provide consent, along with the support of a parent or guardian, to participate in the assessment 





OR








Have a SACS score of 4 or more


(no other criteria need to be applied other than the SACS score)








AND








AND





The child who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 10 years but under 14 years and


subject to a youth justice family group conference under section 247(a)








AND





The young person who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 14 years but under 17 years and


subject to a youth justice family group conference convened under section 247(b),(c),(d) or (e) or section 281B





Appendix 3: Eligibility for Education Assessment





OR





Meet the following Education Criteria





AND





AND





The child who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 10 years but under 14 years (at the time of the offence) and


subject to a youth justice family group conference convened under section 247(a)





AND





AND





Meet the following Risk & Education Criteria


The young person has had multiple family placements; OR


The young person has had multiple school placements; OR


The young person has a previous care and protection history OR


In the opinion of the youth justice co-ordinator there are exceptional circumstances that warrant an assessment.	





High education need - definition of high education need is truancy based:


Not be attending school or other educational activities or


Have left school and in neither employment nor training or


Attending school but truanting regularly or 


Regularly absent for 1-2 days a week














AND





AND





The child or young person must give written consent to participate in the assessment, along with the agreed support of a parent or guardian





Definition of high education need is truancy based:


Not attending school or other educational activities OR


Left school and in neither employment nor training OR


Attending school but truanting regularly OR


Regularly absent for 1-2 days a week





Considered to be at high risk of re-offending because of their age.





Do they meet the criteria under Education?


(This may not be established until 1st contact visit)





Assessed as being at high-risk of re-offending.


Youth justice co-ordinator to consider:


Is the Young Person at high risk of re-offending? (Police Screening Tools, Child, Youth and Family history, family/associates etc)


Do they meet the criteria under Risk & Education?  (This may not be established until 1st contact visit)





The young person who has offended must be:


of or over the age of 14 years but under 17 years (at the time of the offence) and


subject to a 1st youth justice family group conference convened under section 247(b), (c), (d) or (e)









