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Letter to Health Practitioner – Initial Health Check

Dear Health Practitioner:

Child’s Name

Address

Date of Birth

This child or young person has recently come into the care of Ministry of Children, Oranga Tamariki.  I am their social worker and have noted some health issues that I think may need urgent attention.

I would be grateful if you could examine the child or young person and provide the care you believe necessary as well as indicating any follow-up required.

The health check may be undertaken by a medical practitioner and/or another member of the health team.

As the child has come into the care of Oranga Tamariki, this check is not part of the investigation.  You should maintain your usual medical records but are not required to prepare a report.

In the next few weeks, the child or young person will undergo a thorough health assessment to identify all the health concerns this child or young person may have.  This in-depth health assessment looks at areas including: vision, hearing, disabilities, major organ systems, sexual health, developmental, emotional and behavioural issues.  It also collates health information from previous providers and will create a health record for the child/young person.

Please write any prescriptions required to meet the immediate health concerns of the child or young person.  Please also register any injuries with ACC.  If the date of injury is unknown, you are encouraged to write “Child in the care of Ministry of Children, Oranga Tamariki” and indicate an approximate date of injury.

If you need to provide treatment, including immunisations, please discuss the need for consent with the social worker.

The social worker accompanying the child or young person will arrange to meet the costs associated with this health check and any prescriptions.

Thank you for checking this child or young person for us.

Yours sincerely

Social worker name, address, phone, email
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