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REQUEST FOR FAMILY / WHĀNAU CAREGIVER ASSESSMENT IN AUSTRALIA
Summary sheet

This below template is to be used when Oranga Tamariki is requesting an Australian state/territory undertake a family/whānau caregiver assessment of prospective family/whānau caregivers living in Australia.

Please see the Practice Centre for more detailed information about policy and practice regarding overseas travel and placements. 
When a family/whānau has identified a person living in a state/territory of Australia to be considered as a prospective caregiver for a child or young person subject to a custody order or family group conference outcomes, you need to undertake the following steps:
Discuss with the prospective caregiver their immigration status in Australia. If they are Australian Permanent Residents or Citizens, the assessment can proceed. The child immigration status is directly connected with that of the prospective caregiver.

1. Discuss with the prospective caregiver their understanding of the roles and responsibilities of being a caregiver and whether they are willing to consider caring for the child/ren. Explain the assessment process to them, including the suitability checks that will be carried out and the need for them and any adult family/whānau members to consent to the checks.
2. Send the prospective caregivers a caregiver application form. Ask them to complete this form, attach a signed (by a GP in that state) medical form and two references and send it back to Oranga Tamariki. Complete New Zealand Police and CYRAS & TRIM checks.
At the same time as sending the application form to the prospective caregivers, contact the New Zealand Interstate Liaison Officer for an assessment request template. Complete this template with as much detail as possible, clearly stating the areas that you want the interstate department to cover in the assessment.  Edit section F of the attached form to suit the child or young person’s situation. Please do NOT use any jargon, legal or otherwise. Please explain all Māori words as our colleagues in Australia may not know them.
1. Forward the completed assessment request template, with both yours and a supervisor’s signatures (who should thoroughly check it) to your practice leader who will “quality” check it and email it to the New Zealand Interstate Liaison Officer.
2. The Interstate Liaison Officer will forward this request to the interstate department. The Interstate Liaison Officer can also request the interstate department to complete a household safety survey with the prospective caregivers during the assessment process – please indicate if you would like this completed. 
3. The New Zealand Interstate Liaison Officer will send you a copy of the completed assessment (and household safety survey) once it has been completed by the interstate department. There is an agreement between the states and New Zealand that these assessments will take up to eight weeks to be completed. See note on the template re: requesting an urgent assessment for which your site must pay.
REQUEST FOR FAMILY / WHĀNAU CAREGIVER ASSESSMENT IN AUSTRALIA

All sections to be completed – please return via email to the New Zealand Interstate Liaison Officer
	Child or young person’s details

	Name

	Date of birth

	Ethnicity / iwi or tribal affiliation

	Mother’s name


	Date of birth

	Address, phone, email



	Father’s name


	Date of birth
	Address, phone, email



	Significant others:


	Child Protection Order


	Expiry



	Prospective caregiver(s)


	Date of birth


	Relationship to child/young person



	Address / emal


	Current phone numbers(s)

H:

W:

M:

	Other persons in prospective caregiver(s) home:



	Requesting office details

	Oranga Tamariki site

	Requesting caseworker



	Contact details



	Timeframe for Completion
	8 weeks

	Note:  There is an agreement among the state child welfare departments that an assessment will be completed with eight weeks of receiving the request, as per the Protocol for the Transfer of Care and Protection Orders and Proceedings and Interstate Assistance 2007. If you want an assessment completed in a shorter timeframe, forward the request to the Interstate Liaison team who will attempt to arrange an assessment by a private practitioner at cost to your site.  The private practitioner will provide a quote for the assessment and require written confirmation that your site manager will pay for the assessment



	A. REASON FOR SEEKING INTERSTATE ASSESSMENT

	1. How will placement interstate best meet the child or young person’s needs?


	2. Has there been previous contact between the prospective caregiver and the child or young person?



	3. How did the proposal to place the child or young person interstate eventuate?



	4. What have you discussed with the prospective caregivers about the assessment and possible placement?



	5. What have you discussed with the child or young person about the assessment and the possible placement?  Is s/he in favour of the possible placement?




	B. ORANGA TAMARIKI HISTORY

	1. Child protection concerns (brief summary of reports of concern, assessments and Oranga Tamariki action)



	2. Summary of Oranga Tamariki’s involvement with the child or young person and their family/whānau



	3. Placement history and child or young person’s progress within the placement




	C. SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON

	1. Medical / health



	2. Physical development



	3. Education



	4. Social/emotional development



	5. Behaviour and relevant behavioural management strategies


	6. Other




	D. LIST ANY MEDICATION RELEVANT FOR THE CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON, AND ANY ONGOING THERAPY/MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

	


	E. IS THERE ANY IDENTIFIED NEW ZEALAND CHILD PROTECTION/CRIMINAL HISTORY FOR ANY ADULTS LIVING IN THE HOME?

	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

  YES


 FORMCHECKBOX 

   NO


If YES, please give details of what has been discussed by you with the prospective caregiver/s and what areas you would like to be covered as part of the assessment




ASSESSMENT AREAS:
THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF POSSIBLE AREAS TO BE COVERED IN THE ASSESSMENT.  PLEASE EDIT THIS LIST BY ADDING TO IT ANY ADDITIONAL AREAS OF ASSESSMENT YOU REQUIRE, AND DELETE FROM IT ANY AREAS YOU DO NOT WANT THE ASSESSMENT TO COVER
· Motivation and long-term commitment to provide care for the child or young person. Is this motivation shared between the prospective caregivers?
· Accommodation/ proposed living arrangements.

· Details of weekly income and expenditure, and your assessment of the prospective caregivers’ capacity to provide for another child or young person, including their capacity to meet initial setting-up costs prior to reimbursement by Oranga Tamariki.
· Health of prospective caregivers and any physical or psychological limitations on their capacity to care for the child or young person.
· The prospective caregiver’s history of involvement with the child or young person, and an assessment of the strength of their relationship with the child or young person.
· Individual background information on each prospective caregiver, including educational, employment and relationship history. Are there aspects of intergenerational patterns of abuse and neglect in the family/whānau? If so, assess how this might impact on the prospective caregiver’s capacity to care for the child or young person?

· Current spousal relationship (if applicable) and an assessment of the likely effect of the placement on this relationship.

· The nature of the relationship between the prospective caregivers and the parent/s of the child or young person. Provide an assessment of the prospective caregivers’ capacity to manage this relationship in the child or young person's best interests.
· The ability and willingness of the prospective caregivers to manage family/whānau contact between the child or young person and its siblings, parents and other persons of significance to the child or young person.

· Knowledge of child development, and ability to identify and understand the child or young person’s needs.
·  Parenting experience/skills, including proposed discipline methods.

· Assessment of the prospective caregivers’ understanding and acknowledgement of the harm (or risk of harm) to which the child or young person has been exposed.
· Assessment of the prospective caregivers’ ability to understand and manage any behaviour that stems (or might stem) from the harm that the child or young person has experienced.

· Other household members: name, age, schooling/employment, relationship to prospective caregiver, personality etc. Provide an assessment of the likely impact on these members should the placement proceed. Please indicate if the other family/household members have been interviewed.
· The ability and willingness of the prospective caregivers to work with Oranga Tamariki and support agencies in planning for the child or young person.
· Plans for schooling, social activities, after school care, etc, given the child or young person’s needs for consistency.
· The prospective caregivers’ current lifestyle and employment. Provide an assessment of how this will impact on the child or young person.
· How will placement of the child or young person impact on the prospective caregivers’ lifestyle and employment?
· Supports the prospective caregivers have identified and instituted, both personal supports and within the community, and their capacity to access such facilities, as necessary.
· Willingness to facilitate counselling and therapy for the child or young person, as necessary.
· Their understanding of the child or young person’s cultural background, as appropriate, and their plans to enhance the child or young person’s appreciation of its culture/whakapapa.
· Discussion with the prospective caregiver of any criminal history that has been identified.
· Discussion with the prospective caregiver of any child protection history that has been identified.
Assessor please provide overall assessment and recommendation regarding the suitability of the persons interviewed to be approved as caregivers for the child or young person
YES
Please indicate if you require a household safety study to be completed at the same time as the assessment is undertaken.
	Requesting office details

	Oranga Tamariki site

	Requesting Social Worker


	
	Name of Practice Leader



	Contact details


	Date: 
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