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Agreement between rangatahi and caregiver/s



Rangatahi have the option to continue (or return to) living with approved whānau/non-kin caregivers after their discharge from our care. This arrangement gives rangatahi the opportunity to increase their independence with support from their caregiving whānau or family, as they gradually step into adulthood. 

Staying on with caregiving whānau or family is an option from 18 up until the age of 21, with ongoing support provided by Oranga Tamariki (in accordance with the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989).

	LIVING ARRANGEMENT AGREEMENT


This living arrangement is voluntary. 
This agreement will help everyone to understand what they are responsible for, and how they will be supported within this living arrangement. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk198637796]This agreement is between:

	Rangatahi
	

	Date of birth
	

	Contact details
	

	Caregiver/s
	

	Contact details
	



	This agreement is being set-up and supported by:

	Caregiver Social Worker
	

	Site / Organisation
	



	LIVING TOGETHER

	
Rangatahi: ________________

	How will I contribute to the home? (e.g. chores)

	…..


	How will I develop my independent living skills? (e.g. learning to clean)
Your Life Skills assessment and Transition plan might identify this. 

	…..

	Caregiver/s: ________________

	How will I support the rangatahi? (e.g. transport)

	…..


	How will I help the rangatahi develop their independent living skills? (e.g. teaching to cook)
Their Life Skills assessment and Transition plan might identify this.

	…..


	Living Together

	Are there any agreements we need to have around: respecting each other, respecting the home, visitors, partners, alcohol and substance use, safety.

	…..


	How will we talk and work together if there is a problem?

	…..


	SUPPORTING THE ARRANGEMENT

	Support people

	Who will support the rangatahi? 
This may include: Social Worker, Transition Worker, other.
How can they be contacted and what support they will provide?

	…..


	Who will support the Caregiver/s?
This may include: Caregiver Social Worker, Care Partner, other organisations.
How can they be contacted and what support they will provide?

	…..

	

	Oranga Tamariki must regularly monitor the living arrangement.

	As part of the Living Arrangement Agreement the rangatahi and caregiver/s agree to participate in the monitoring of this arrangement.

This is a requirement of legislation [section 386AAD to AAG of Oranga Tamariki Act 1989].
This is to ensure that:
· The rangatahi is still living with the caregiver.
· The rangatahi and caregiver/s are getting the support they need.
· The oranga (wellbeing) of the rangatahi is not being harmed by this living arrangement.

	

	What will this look like?
This includes frequency of communication and visits, and who will do this (Caregiver Social Worker, Care Partner, Transition Worker).

	…..


	Changing or ending the agreement

	Oranga Tamariki needs to be informed of and respond to any changes in the living arrangement.

	As part of the Living Arrangement Agreement the rangatahi and caregiver/s agree to advise Oranga Tamariki (or Care Partner), as soon as possible, of any changes in their living arrangement or financial assistance required to support this arrangement. 

This includes changes in:
· Financial situation of the rangatahi (including income, benefit).
· Living costs and financial assistance required to support the arrangement (including changes in rangatahi expenses or entitlements to support).
· The living arrangement (including what board covers, or how many days a week the rangatahi is living with the caregiver/s).
· Support needs of the rangatahi or the caregiver/s. 

The rangatahi, caregiver/s and/or Oranga Tamariki (or the Care Partner) can request to review or change the Living Arrangement Agreement at any time. 

	

	If other arrangements about accommodation are needed or planned, we will give each other as much notice as possible. 

If Oranga Tamariki changes or withdraws the financial assistance provided (outside of an agreed change to this Living Arrangement Agreement) this will be communicated in writing to the rangatahi and caregiver/s, giving as much notice as possible, detailing the reason for the change, and confirming what other Transition supports and services are available to the rangatahi and how to access them.

	The rangatahi will provide …………. weeks’ notice

	The caregiver/s will provide ……….. weeks’ notice (minimum four weeks)

	

	SIGNING THE ARRANGEMENT

	We agree to:
· Follow this Living Arrangement Agreement.
· Let those supporting us know of any changes in our living arrangement, changes in rangatahi income and/or the financial assistance requirements to support this arrangement.
· Participate in the monitoring and the review of this arrangement.
· Share this Living Arrangement Agreement with Oranga Tamariki, so that they can provide financial assistance to support this arrangement. 



	Start date
	

	Review date
	

	The review will occur at least every three months, or whenever there are any changes to the living arrangement (including financial changes to the rangatahi income or board).

	

	


Signed:
	


Signed:

	
Date:
	
Date:

	


Rangatahi:
	


Caregiver/s:



	Once completed, the caregiver social worker will forward the Living Arrangement Agreement to Transition Support Services (transitionsupport@ot.govt.nz) for approval. If any changes are required, this will be discussed with the rangatahi and caregiver/s. 
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Financial assistance proposal




Oranga Tamariki will provide financial assistance to meet the reasonable costs of the living arrangement. The financial assistance provided will consider the financial situation and personal circumstances of the rangatahi, and what is required to support the arrangement.

	FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

	
Responsibilities

	To receive ongoing support and financial assistance for this arrangement the rangatahi and caregiver/s must:
· Follow the Living Arrangement Agreement
· Advise Oranga Tamariki (or Care Partner) of any changes in their living arrangement, changes in the rangatahi income and/or financial assistance required to support the arrangement.
· Participate in the monitoring and review of this arrangement.



	Start date
	

	Review date
	

	The review will occur at least every three months, or whenever there are any changes to the living arrangement (including financial changes to the rangatahi income or board).



	Rangatahi contribution

	$
	Rangatahi income (e.g. student allowance, income, benefit)

	$
	Rangatahi contribution to board (no more than 60% of their income)

	%              
	Confirmation of percentage of rangatahi income paid towards their board contribution. 

	

	Please provide any further information required to understand the financial situation and contribution of the rangatahi (e.g. other expenses they have)?

	…..


	If the rangatahi is not contributing to board at this time, what steps are being taken to access an income and when will this be reviewed?

	…..


	Weekly Board 

	$
	Agreed weekly board rate (maximum standard board rate is $340.01, as of 1 April 2025)

	$
	Rangatahi contribution to board

	$         
	Oranga Tamariki contribution to board (top-up) 
[Note: Oranga Tamariki contribution will be paid out on a fortnightly basis]

	

	Who will the Oranga Tamariki contribution (top up) be paid to (rangatahi or caregiver)?

	…..


	Board is expected to cover water usage, internet, heating and electricity, as well as accommodation and food. Is there anything else that needs to be covered or is not covered in this board rate?

	…..


	What agreements have made around the board payments (e.g. how it will be paid, when it will paid)?

	…..


	What are the options if the board is overdue?
[Oranga Tamariki must be advised if the rangatahi is not meeting their agreed board contribution]

	…..






	Once completed, the caregiver social worker will forward the Financial assistance proposal to Transition Support Services (transitionsupport@ot.govt.nz) for approval. If any changes are required, this will be discussed with the rangatahi and caregiver/s. 



image1.png




