Police Process

Section 48: Unaccompanied

children and young persons

Yes

Section 48 does not apply — Police
have no powers to detain using this
provision, if situation is of concern
consider other Police powers and/or
completing a Report of Concern.

Section 48 applies, the child or young
person can be detained, if necessary
and justified, force may be used to
facilitate this (and to support delivery).

( Child or young person is located. )

Are they in the company of their
parent, guardian or persons usually
having care of them.

Can they be described as
being ‘found’, i.e discovered
by chance (and not made
unaccompanied through the
actions of the Police).

Are they in a situation where their
physical or mental health is being, or
likely to be, impaired?

Does the child or young person
consent to being returned to their
parent, guardian or person usually

having care of them?

Child or young person must be placed
into the care of Oranga Tamariki. Police
to contact Oranga Tamariki call centre
- 0508326459, giving details of the
individual and, circumstances leading
to the child or young person’s detention
under section 48.

| No I | Yes

Parent, guardian, or other such person
is willing or able to have custody of
the child or young person.

Place the child or young person in the
custody of the Chief Executive (acting
through the Chief Executive's delegate)
by delivering to a social worker.
Completed POL 3031 to accompany
child or young person.

6Y occurrence file completed and
assigned to Youth Services.

| No | Yes

Return child or young person to parent,
guardian or other person usually having
care of them. Section 48 expires.
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General notes:
1. Section 48 should not be used in the following circumstances:
+ the issuing of Police Safety Order (PSO) against a young person
the arrest of a child or young person
. The child or young person is under no obligation to explain any decision they make that relates to their care arrangements.

Police may ask for an explanation; however, all precautions must be taken to allow the child or young person to make this decision
without undue pressure or coercion.

. Police are not obligated to support with transport outside of delivery to the Chief Executive’s delegate.
If required, Oranga Tamariki can request transport assistance and Police may support if resources allow.

. Any care arrangement made must comply with the caregiver assessment and approval policy.

When the child or young person
agrees to be returned home and the  Family Court to determine whether
parent, guardian, or usual caregiver

is willing and able to accept them.

When an application for a care
and protection order is made to the On the expiry of the 5th day, where
the circumstances indicated the
the child or young person is to be child or young person was, or may
held in custody pending disposal of be, in need of care and protection.
the order.

On the expiry of the 3rd day, where
the circumstances indicated the
child or young person was not, or

may not be, in need of care and
protection.

C

When does Section 48 expire? )

\/

Pol 3031 - is a legal form used by Police to show the transfer of custody from Police to Oranga Tamariki.

Placement with an Oranga Tamariki

Placement with parent, guardian or persons
approved caregiver.

Placement with a provisionally
usually having care of them.

approved caregiver.

Yes
Introduce the necessary supports and/or

assistance required to facilitate the child

or young person to integrate back to their

parent, guardian or person usually having
care of them.

Provisional caregiver assessment undertaken for
identified person/s. Assessment approved?

Yes

Identify wider whanau/family, friends or associates who could provide care for child or young person.
Provisional caregiver assessment undertaken for identified person/s. Can someone be identified?

Social worker assessment made to identify barriers that may prevent child or young person from returning to parent, guardian or persons usually
having care of them. Can these barriers be resolved?

Social worker assessment continues to understand the circumstances leading to the section 48 and to develop plans with the child or young
person, their parent, guardian, or persons usually having care of them and their
family/whanau.

Upon intake, social worker to commence identification of immediate need and any urgent action to occur. The identification and response to
resolve any urgent or immediate need should continue throughout the section 48 process, including planning and agreement on who will make any
required arrangements, including consideration of:

1. Any health concerns (allergies and/or immediate medical requirements)
2. When they last had food/water
3. Whether they are adequately clothed.

Oranga Tamariki receives child or young person into their care and commences exploration of possible care arrangements. Urgency to find a
suitable care arrangement is required to minimise the negative impact the situation will have on the child or young person. Create Intake / Report
of Concern with POL 3031 referral from Police attached.
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